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OFFICE  OF  COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION  WORK.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


THIS  LOOKS  GOOD 


Landscaping  the  Koines  of  South  Dahota, 

C.  P.  Close,  Senior  Extension  Horticult''nrist , 

U.  S.  D.  A. 


nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  South  Dakota  people  saw 
282  -home  landscaping  demonstrations  giver,  oy  27  county  agents,  the  state 
horticul tonal  specialist,  and  trained  lea,ders  of  women's  clubs,  in  1S29, 
and  as  a result  1208  homes  were  improved  by  landscape  work.  Of  the  people 
seeing  these  demonstrations  7,756  were  memhers  of  Extension  ^om.en's  Clubs. 
These  hom.o  grounds  improvement  demonstrations  were  given  in  40  co-onties 
before  federated  woman's  clubs,  extension  women's  clubs,  garden  clubs, 
parent-teacher ' s clubs,  community  dabs  and  Kiwanis,  Potarj/,  and  Lions 
Club  s . 


The  man  behind  this  work  is  Mr.  A.  L.  Pord,  Extension  Horticulturist, 
Mr.  Pord  is  an  expert  in  devising  simple  ways  of  carrying  on  extension  cami- 
paigns  and  is  a real  leader  in  getting  people  to  adopt  them.  There  are  two 
parts  to  this  piece  of  work  - making  the  demonstrating  material,  and  train- 
ing the  demonstrators.  This  is  how  he  did  it. 

Ke  built  out  of  half  inch  soft  pine  a miniature  house  7x8  inches, 

6 inches  high;  a,lso  separate  sets  of  side  walls;  front  wall  with  steps; 
and  walls  with  angles  and  corners.  Doors,  windows  and  stone  foundation 
were  first  drawn  on  paper  and  then  cut  out  and  pasted  in  place  on  the  wood- 
work. lYalks  and  drives  were  drawn  on  white  cardboard  or  fine  sand  paper 
and  cut  out.  Miniature  shrubs  and  trees  were  made  out  of  pajoer  towels  soaked 
in  v/ater,  then  pulped  and  worked  into  shape  with  the  hands.  Each  tree  trunlc 
was  made  of  a twig  pushed  into  the  pulped  paper  top  and  glued  in.  A small 
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V7ire  nail  was  driven  into  the  root  end  of  the  tr'cnk  and  gro'ond  down  to 
a sharp  point  to  hold  the  tree  upright  when  stuck  into  a table.  The 
shrubs  did  not  need  supports.  All  trees  and  shrubs  were  dipped  in  green  ' 

shingle  stain  and  the  house  and  other  woodwork  were  painted. 

To  give  a demonstration  Mr.  Ford  spread,  a o .Z:  4 foot  piece  of 
green  burlap  on  a table  covered  witn  tain  boards  to  represent  the  la, wn. 

Then  he  placed  the  house  in  position,  arranged  the  v/alks  and  drives, 
set  the  trees  and  shrubs  where  they  belonged  and  the-  whole  beautifica- 
tion job  was  done.  As  this  placing  progressed  every  detail  was  explained. 

The  side  walls,  house  corners  and  angles,  and  fence,  were  used  for 
more  intensive  training  of  county  agents  and  club  leaders  in  the  right 
and  wrong  way  of  arranging  trees  and  slirubs  in  house  corners  and  angles, 
along  the  front,  back  and  sides  of  the  house,  and  for  screen  planting, 

A set  of  these  together  with  the  house,  walks,  drives,  and  enough  trees 
and  shrubs  to  completely  landscape  the  place  were  packed  in  a box  20  x 12 
X 10  inches  to  ship  to  co'onty  agents  and  club  loaders  for  using  in  giving 
demonstrations.  With  each  set  there  was  a work  sheet  telling  how  to  set 
up  the  demonstr.ation  and  what  to  say.  while  doing  it,  Mr.  Ford  personally 
gave  74  demonstrations  for  the  training  of  county  agents  and  women  cluh 
leaders,  and  also  to  get  neople  to  adopt  some  definite  plan  of  home  grounds 
beaut if ic  at i on . 
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OFFICE  OF  COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION  WORK,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

THIS  LOOKS  GOOD 


1929  7IVS-A0Jffi  CC2H  COIITSST  lU  IIJDIAm 
(?ro:a  the  annual  report  cf  the 
State  extension  agronomist  - Indiana) 

0-,S. Wisher,  Extension  Agronomist,  U.S^D.A. 

Eight  h'nndred  fortg  fo-nr  Indiana  corn  growers  located  in  73 
co'n'ities  corinleted  tne  year’s  work  in  the  State  five-acre  corn  con- 
test and  produced  an  average  yield  of  73.6  hushels  per  acre  at  an 
average  cost  of  $24,82  per  acre  or  an  average  of  33  cents  per  tushel. 
Both  the  acre  cost  and  the  cost  per  oushel  are  the  lowest  since  I925. 

Th*^  largest  officia.1  yield  was  127.45  Dushels  per  acre  grown 
ty  0.  L,  Bryant  of  Allen  County.  Cf  the  S44  corn  growers  conxoleting 
the  work,  4o  produced  100  Dushels  or  more  of  corn  per  acre  and  were 
awarded  gold  medals;  160  produced  S5  to  100  Bushels  per  acre  and  re- 
ceived silver  medals;  and  20o  produced  75  ^5  Bushels  per  acre  and 

received  Bronze  meda.ls, 

Hecords  of  farm  pra-ctices,  laBor  and  other  items  were  kept  By 
these  five-acre  corn  cluB  memBers.  Seports  indicate  that  in  I929  it 
requ-ired  an  average  of  lb. 8 ho-nos  of  man  laBor,  34.9  hours  of  horse. 
laBor  and  2,o4  'nours  of  tractor  laBor  to  produce  an  acre  of  corn. 

It  was  found  thnt  large  yields  are  the  result  of  comBining 
good  farm  practices,  such  as  a good  crop  rotation,  including  legumes, 

' V'  "^se  of  adapted  varieties,  liBeral  fertilization  through  the  use  of 

raa:vare  and  fertilizers,  planting  of  tested  seed,  adjustment  of  the 
stand  to  the  fertility  of  the  land  and  through  clean  cuLtivatien  to 
control  weeds. 

ivhny  of  th<'.  five-, aero  corn  cluB  memBers  aro  serving  as  demon- 
strators of  good  farm  practice  in  corn  production  and  give  valuaBle 
inf o r. nation  to  all  corn  groi’/ors  in  their  l.ocality. 
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